
Black Lives Matter Fact Sheet
*Note: This fact sheet is not exhaustive and is simply an introduction into the Black Lives 
Matter Organization and preliminary knowledge about racial issues. Links to donations, 

petitions, and further information is included at the end.

#BlackLivesMatter1

The #BlackLivesMatter and the Black Lives Matter Foundation, Inc. 
was founded in 2013 in response to acquittal of Trayvon Martin’s 
murderer, George Zimmerman.

Global organization primarily based in the U.S., U.K., and Canada

Mission: 
○ “To eradicate white supremacy and build local power to 

intervene in violence inflicted on Black communities by the state 
and vigilantes”

○ “To create spaces for Black imagination and innovation, 
centering Black joy”

Herstory2

#BlackLivesMatter was founded by Alicia Garza, Patrisse Cullors, 
and Opal Tometi

 
Now a member-led global network with more than 40 chapters

Why “All Lives Matter” is a harmful statement11 

How to Educate Yourself: Books to Start With  

Terminology You Should Know

Prejudice3: a preconceived opinion not based on reason or actual 
experience; unreasoned dislike, hostility, or antagonism towards, or 
discrimination against, a race, sex, or other class of people

The statement “All Lives Matter” in response to the 
#BlackLivesMatter movement invalidates the struggles 
and hardships of Black people and tries to downplay the 
institutionalized racism towards Black people. 
 
All lives will matter once black lives matter as well. 

White Rage by Carol Anderson

White Fragility by Robin Diangelo

So You Want to Talk About Race by Ijeoma Oluo

Nobody: Casualties of America’s War on the Vulnerable: From 
Ferguson to Flint and Beyond by Marc Lamont Hill 

Discrimination4: the acting out of prejudice; unjust or prejudicial 
treatment of a person or group, especially on the grounds of 
race, gender, or sexual orientation

Race7: socially constructed; a group that people are often 
divided into based on physical traits regarded as common 
among people of shared ancestry 

Cultural Appropriation5: the inappropriate adoption of the 
customs, practices, and other cultural elements of one 
people/society by members of another, typically more 
dominant people or society

Ethnicity9: affiliation with a group of people according to 
common racial, national, tribal, religious, linguistic, or cultural 
origin or background

Microaggressions10: a comment or action about someone’s race 
that subtly expresses a prejudiced attitude towards a member of 
a marginalized group

Systemic or Institutionalized Oppression8: oppressive acts of 
behaviors throughout a society based on institutionalized laws 
and/or procedures

Intersectionality6: the interconnected nature of social 
categorizations such as race, class, and gender, regarded as 
creating overlapping and interdependent systems of 
discrimination or disadvantage

Link to Black Lives Matter Carrd12

This is a link to the Black Lives Matter Carrd which has contains 
petitions, donations, texting or calling options, voting information, 
resources for protestors and more FAQs about BLM. 
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